Biliary atresia--bile acids and prostaglandin E2 in cell cultures of bile duct epithelia.
In a cell culture model of bile duct epithelial cells, the effect of prostaglandin E2, lithocholic acid and deoxycholic acid was studied. Bile acids and prostaglandin are administered postoperatively in biliary atresia empirically as choleretics. Prostaglandin E2 and the bile acids all had inhibitory effects on bile duct epithelial cells in culture. There is no clinical study proving the efficacy of either bile acids or prostaglandin E2 in biliary atresia. The negative results with these substances in cell cultures warrants reserve in their routine clinical use in biliary atresia.